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Council  Offices, 
Sturminster  Newton, 
Dorset. 


To 


11th  March,  1947. 

The  Ghainrian  &  Members  of  the 
Sherborne  Urban  District  Council. 


Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  submit  the  Annual  Report  of  the 
Medical  officer  of  Health  for  the  year  1946. 


The  Report  is  prepared  and  will  be  circulated  in 
accordance  with  the  requirements  of  Article  17(5)  of  the 
Sanitary  Officers  (outside  London)  Regulations  1935. 


The  year  under  review  can  be  considered  to  have  been 
a.  healthy  year  as  far  as  your  district  is  concerned.  There 
was  a  minimum  of  epidemic  disease  and,  although  many  people 
were  living  under  adverse  housing  conditions  no  ascertainable 
effect  on  the  health  of  the  population  has  been  evident. 


A  comprehensive  factual  Report  was  submitted  last  year, 
and  in  this  year’s’  Report  facts  and  comuents  are  limited  to 
matters  not  previously  referred  to. 


I  am  indebted  to  Mr.  Bean  your  Surveyor  and  Sanitary 
Inspector  for  his  ready  help  and  co-operation  durin/--  the 
year,  and  his  assistance  in  preparin/  this  Report,  and  to  my 
clerk,  Mrs,  Bourne,  for  her  efficient  services. 


I  must  also  thank  you,  G-entlemen,  for  your  courtesy 
and  consideration  throughout  the  year. 


I  have  the  honour  to  be , 


Your  obedient  Servant, 


Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


THE  ANl'TU/iL  REPORT  OP  THE 


MEDICAL  OPPIGER  OP  HEALTH 
TO  THE 

S  H  E  R  B  ORNE  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


for  the  year 

■"  T  "9  %  6. 


1. 


STAPF  -  CHANGES 


Until  I  rassnmed  tine  duties  of  Medical  Officer  of  Health  on  April 
1st,  1946,  Dr.  G.  Bodley  Scott  was  your  temporary  Medical  Officer. 


2.  STATISTICS  &  SOCIAL  GQI^TDITIONS  OF  THl^  AREA 

Area  -  1,650  acres 

Rateable  Value  -  £55118 

Sum  represented  by  a  pennj^  rate  --  £226. 


5.  WATER  SUPPLIES 

No  material  chanres  to  report.  The  supplies  have  remained  in 
satisfactory  quantity  and  quality.  Regular  monthly  bacteriological 
examination  of  the  supplies  has  been  carried  out  throu^'hout  the 
year. 

Only  one  small  private  supply  has  given  rise  to  some  concern  on 
account  of  periodic  bacterial  pollution.  Steps  are  at  present 
be  inf  carried  out  to  attoiapt  to  prevent  contsinina  tion  of  this 
,  unchlorinated  supply. 


4.  DRAINAGE  .4ND  3E\/ERACE 


There  has  been  no  materi  "1  change  in  respect  to  draina^  e  and 
sewerage  arranpements  durin/  the  yc'^r. 

The  Consultin,'  Engineer’s  Report  on  the  Sewage  Work  and  Sewerage 
arrangements  generally  was  received  and  referred  to  the  Ministry  of 
Health. 


5.  HOUSING 

(a)  Existing  Houses 

1,  Particulars  of  Statutory  Inspections  cl  action  taken 

(1) (a)  Total  no.  of  dwelling  houses  inspected  for 

housin/  defects  (under  P.Ii.  or  Housing  Acts)  5 

(b)  No.  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  5 

(2)  (a)  No.  of  dwelling  houses  (included  under  (l) 

-above)  which  were  inspected  and  recorded  under 

the  r’ousinf  Consolidated  Regulations  1925  None 

(b)  No.  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  — 

(3)  No.  of  dv^ellin^  houses  found  to  be  in  a  state  so 
dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit 

for  huimm  h'^bitation  .  1 

(4)  No.  of  dwellin;  houses  (exclusive  of  those  ref. 
to  under  the  preceding  sub-head)  found  not  to  be 

’in  all  respects  reasonablj?-  fit  for  human 
habitation 
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S.  Remedy  of  defects  durinp  the  year  without  service  of  Pormol 
'  Notices 

No.  of  defective  dwellin/.  houses  rendered  fit  in  consequence 
of  informal  action  Ny  the  L.A.  or  their  Officers  3 

No,  of  defective,  dvirellinr  houses  rendered  fit  in 
consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  L.A.  or  their 
Officers  3 

3.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  year 

(a)  Prpceedinrs  under  Sections  9,10  &  16  of  the 

Housine  Act,  1936 ? 

(1)  No.  of  dwollinf;»;  .houses  in  respect  to  which 

Notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  None 

(2)  No.  of  d.wellina  houses  which  were  rendered 
fit  after  service  of  Formal  Notices 

By  owners  — 

(b)  By  L.li,  in  default  of  owners  .  — 

(b)  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts 

(1)  No.  of  dwellin'  houses  in  respect  to  which 
Notices  wore  served  requiring’  defects  to 

bo  remedied  None 

(2)  No.  of  dwell  nr  houses  in  ydiich  defects  were 
remedied  after  service,  ^of  Formal  Notices 

By  owners  ’  — 

(b)  By  L.A.  in  default  of  ovmers  — 

(c)  Procoodinps  under  Sections  11  rnd  13  of  the  Housinp 
Act,  1936 

(1)  No,  of  dwellinp  houses  in  respect  of  which 

Demolition  Orders  virere  made  None 

(2)  No,  of  d.wellin/  houses  demolished  in 

pursuance  of  Demolition  Orders  — 

(d)  Proceodincs  under  Section  12  of  the  Housing;  Act,  1936  ;  - 


( 1)  No.  of  separate  tenements  or  underpround  rooms 

in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  vfere  made  None 

(2)  No.  of  sep'^rate  tenements  or  underground  rooms 

in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were 
determined,  the  tenement  or  room  havinp  been 
rendered  fit  None 

4.  Housinp'  Act,  1936  -  P'.rt  IV  -  Overcrowding  *- 

No  statistics  '-vailablc  althoufh  many  instances  of  overcrowding 
are  apparent. 


5,  No.  of  properties  requisitioned  by  the  Council  for 

housinp  the  inadequately  housed  at  the  end  of  the  year 
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The  above  statistical  report  shows  that  little  routine  inspection  of 
houses  in  the  area  is  beinp;  carried  out.  After  seven  years,  durinp 
which  routine  inspection  and  repair  work  of  old.  property  has  been 
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impossible,  it  is  only  to  be  expected  that  at  the  present  time  the 
general  sanitary  condition  of  many  of  the  houses  in  the  district 
fall  short  of  acceptable  standards  of  fitness  for  habitation. 

Eight  houses  on  which  Demolition  of  Closing  Orders  have  been  made  • 
are  temporarily  occupied  under  your  licence. 

The  Council  might  feel  that  a  Survey  of  all  houses  in  the  district 
for  classification  according  to  state  of  repair  and  sanitary  defects' 
as  is  being  carried  out  on  the  direction  of  the  Ministry  of  Health  in 
Rural  areas,  might  advantageously  be  undertaken  in  your  district. 

The  results  of  such  a  Survey  might  prove  helpful  in  ascertaining 
facts  on  which  future  housing  policies  could  be  based.  It  might, 
however,  be  considered  inappropriate  to  look  for  defects  requiring 
remediation  where  the  supply  of  materials  and  labour  is  insufficient 
to  meet  the  demands  already  existing. 

It  is  not  considered  that  such  a  survey  could  be  carried  out  un¬ 
assisted,  by  your  present  Sanitary  Staff. 

Whilst  the  importance  of  the  provision  of  new  houses  is  paramount 
the  very  limited  degree  to  which  labour  and  materials  can  be  made 
available  for  repair  work  is  leading  to  rapid  deterioration  of 
property  which  will  sooner  or  later  deteriorate  into  a  state  beyond 
which  it  will  be  unfit  for  repair  or  reconditioning. 

B.  HEW  HOUSES. 

Twenty  four  completed  new  houses  were  provided  during 
the  year.  Twenty  were  temporary  prefabricated  bungalows  and  four 
traditional  type. 

The  total  number  of  applications  for  new  houses  out¬ 
standing  at  the  end  of  the  year  were  361  - 
Prom  residents  within  the  Urban  district  -  241. 

Prom  residents  outside  the  Urban  district-  120. 

APPLICATIONS  OP  HEW  HOUSES. 

I  am  satisfied  that  under  the  points  system  of  allocation 
adopted  by  you  adequate  consideration  is  given  to  applicants  living  - 
under  insanitary  or  overcrowded  conditions  and  to  those  who  require 
rehousing  on  other  medical  grounds. 

6.  POPUIATIQH. 

I  have  not  previously  drawn  your  attention  to  the 
changing  structure  of  the  population  of  the  oountry.  Whilst  the 
expectation  of  life  has  steadily  increased  the  birth  rate  has 
steadily  fallen.  The  result  is,  that  although  the  popplation  of  the 
country  is  still  increasing  it  is  doing  so  chiefly  on  account  of  a 
larger  number  of  persons  reaching  an  advanced  age.  Whilst  in  1900 
there  were  less  than  2  million  persons  over  65  years  of  age,  it  is 
estimated  that  by  1951  there  will  be  over  5^  million  persons  over  65 
years  of  age.  The  implications  of  such  a  change  in  the  structure  of 
the  population  is  of  grave  economic  consequence,  but  I  bring  the  matter 
to  your  particular  notice  to  emphasise  the  need  for  adequate  provision 
being  made  for  the  proper  care  and  housing  of  elderly  persons  who  by 
reason  of  age  or  infirmity  cannot  look  after  themselves.  Whilst  the 
care  of  such  persons  is  not  directly  your  responsibility  a  local  Housing 
Authority  can  do  much  to  assist  and  make  happier  the  life  of  aged  persons 
by  the  provision  of  suitable  accomriiodation  designed  to  meet  their  parti¬ 
cular  needs.  I  am  therefore  pleased  to  know  that  you  are  making  special 
provision  for  such  persons  in  your  Housing  Programme.  Not  only  does  the 
provision  of  small  and  easily  erected  two  or  three  roomed  dwellings, 
appropriately  planned  for  occupation  by  aged  persons,  make  life  more 
comfortable  for  such  persons  but  also  allows  the  often  more  spacious 
accommodation  vacated  by  them  to  be  available  for  use  by  younger  couples 
with  children.  It  is  estimated  that  15"o  of  Council  Houses  nov;  built 
could  usefully  be  of  a  type  suitable  for  aged  persons.  It  is  felt  that 
it  is  advantageous  for  such  dwellings  to  be  placed  on  council  estates 
where  the  older  people  are  near  to  their  young  relatives  who  would  be 
readily  available  to  give  them  the  little  help  required. 

7.  NO.  OF  SANITARY  INSPECTIONS  CARRIED  OUT  DURING  THE  YEAR. 

t 

(1)  Total  no.  of  inspections  (under  all  headings)  25 

Total  no.  of  Informal  Notices  served  4 
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Total  no.  of  Informal  Notices  complied  with  3 

^  Total  no.  of  Statutory  Notices  served  None 

Total  no.  of  Statutory  Notices  complied  with 

(2)  No.  of  inspections  carried  out  during  the  year  under:- 

(a)  Factories  Act  6 

(b)  Shops  Act  Nil 

8.  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD  AJ^ID  MILK  SUPPLIES. 

A,  Number  of  Inspections  carried  out  at ; - 

(a)  Premises  registered  for  the  manufacture 

of  ice  cream  or  prepared  meals  etc.  7 

Bacteriological  examination  of  samples  of  ice  cream 
manufactures  or  on  sale  in  the  town  were  carried  out  during 
the  year.  The  results  were  satisfactory  but  demonstrated 
that  as  far  as  the  particular  samples  taken  were  concerned 
there  was  considerable  risk  of  extraneous  bacteria  being 
added  to  the  ice  cream  froai  inadequately  sterilised  utensils, 

(b)  Pood  premises  (otherwise  subject  to  the  Pood  and  Drugs 

Act  1938)  3 

(c)  No,  of  Notices  served.  Informal  re  purity  4 

(d)  No.  of  Notices  complied  with 

B»  INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 

MILK  SUPPLIES. 


(a)  No.  of  persons  on  Register  at  the  end  of  1946  14 

No.  of  dairy  farms  and  other  dairy  premises 

on  register  at  end  of  1946  13 

No,  of  dairy  farms  inspected  during  1946  All 

No.  of  inspections  26 

No.  of  Notices  served  Nil 

No.  of  Notices  complied  with  Nil 

No.  of  Milkshops  inspected  during  1946  6 

No.  of  inspections  6 

No.  of  Notices  served  Nil 

No.  complied  with  Nil 


(b)  Meat  and  other  Foods. 

No,  of  post  mortem  inspections  carried  out  by 

arrangements  with  the  Sherborne  Rural  District 

Council  6843 

Carcases  Inspected  &  condemned. 


( 

Cattle 

exclud, 

cows. 

Cows. 

Calves. 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Number  killed  (if  known) 

838 

1014 

1840 

2482 

166 

Number  inspected 

810 

996 

1815 

2460 

166 

All  diseases  except 

Tuberculosis. 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

5 

18 

13 

4 

2 

Carcase  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was  condemned 

480 

624 

130 

400 

17 

Percentage  of  the  no,  inspected 
affected  with  disease  other  than 
Tuberculosis.  59,88 
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64.  45 

7.89 

16. 

1 — 1 

H 

03 

Carcases  inepected  &  condemned.  (Contd, ) 


t 


Cattle 

exclud. 

cov/s. 

Cows. 

Sheep 

Calves.  and 
Lambs 

,  Piga. 

Tuberculosis  only. 

Whole  carcase  condemned 

14 

42  ■ 

-  — 

8 

Carcase  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned 

154 

300 

y 

30 

Percentage  of  the  no.  inspected 
affected  with  Tuberculosis 

20.74 

34.34 

-  - 

22.89 

It  will  be  noticed  that  a  lOO^/o  inspection  of 
animals  killed  has  not  been*  possible.  This  is  due  to 
the  local  outbreaks  of  foot  and  mouth  disease,  where 
very  large  numbers  of  contact  cattle  were  slaughtered 
in  the  two  Ministry  of  Food  slaughter  houses  and 
facilities  and  time  available  made  it  impossible  for  a 
lOO^o  examination  of  all  carcases. 


The  high  percentage  of  the  number  of  steers  etc. 
and  cows  inspected  affected  with  disease  other  than 
tuberculosis  is  likewise  mainly  due  to  the  recent 
incidence  of  foot  and  mouth  disease. 

The  number  of  carcases  found  to  be  infected  with  tuberculosis  was  ^ 
34.34^0  compared  with’25.83^o  in  1945.  Comparative  figures  for  previous 
years'  are  not  unfortunately  readily  available,  for  this  reason  I  cannot 
say  whether  this  rise  is  of  real  significance  or  not. 

Up  to  and  including  the  31st  December,  1946  the  number  of 
contact  cattle  slaughtered  in  the  slaughter  houses  because  of  Foot  and 
Mouth  Disease  is  as  follows:- 

Steers,  heifers,  etc. 

Cows 
Calves 
Sheep 
Pigs 


90 
93 
13 
39 
_ 1 

236 


Of  this  number  only  one  cow  carcase  and  one  calf  carcase  were  condemned. 


No.  of  condemnations  of  canned  and  imported  meats . 


Canned  meat 
Other  imported  meat 

No.  of  condemnations  of  food  other  than  meats. 


Inspections. 

Weight 

lbs.  ozs. 

175 

787  8 

6 

300 

meats.  415. 

FOOD  HANDLING.  ....  ,  .  a ..  .. 

-  Outbreaks  of  disease" 'due  to  bacterial  contamination 

of  food  during  preparation  or  sale  are  by  no  means  uncommon.  Only 

those  of  general  public  interest  reach  the  public  press. 


You  have  been  free  of  any  such  outbreak  in  your  district 
and  the  above  figures  show  that  routine  inspection  of  registered 
premises  have  been  carried  out.  Nevertheless,  I  can  £eel  no  confidence 
that  the  population  is  safeguarded  against  infection  from  food,  ice¬ 
cream,  etc. ,  when  the  generally  accepted  standard  of  hygiene  amongst 
food  handlers  throughout  the  country  is  so  low. 


The  standards  laid  down  in  Sec.  13  ..of  the  Food  &  Drugs  ^ 
Act,  1938  are  inadequate  and  do  not  apply  to  all  premises.  No  provision 
is  made  for  adequate  wrapping  of  foodstuffs  and  it  is  regretted  that  the 
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new  draft  regulations ^  with  regard  to  the  manufacture  of  ice-cream 
do  not  call  for  proper  sterilisation  of  utensils  used,  or  lay  down 
-a  bacterial  standard  of  purity. 

During  the  year  you  made  representations  to  the  Ministry 
of  Health  suggesting  that  all  food  handlers  should  be  required  to  pass 
a .medical  examination  before  engaging  in  such  work.  Although  the 
Ministry  of  Health  could  not  agree  with  your  suggestion,  in  my  opinion 
your  suggestion  was  a  wise  one  and  will  one  day  become  an  adopted  proced¬ 
ure.  Whilst  it  is  appreciated  that  such  routine  medical  inspection  might 
entail  some  administrative  difficulty  and  could  not  be  calculated  to 
eliminate  all  carriers  of  infection  from  food  handling,  it  would  mater¬ 
ially  reduce  the  present  risk  to  the  public  health  from  unknown  and 
unknowing  carriers. 


NOTIFIABLE  IITFhCTIQUS  DISHASH  (OlTILiR  TliAli  THBERGULOSIS ) . 


Disease. 


Total  Gases  Gases  admitted 

Notified.  to  Hospital. 


Erysipelas 
Scarlet  Fever 
Measles 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 
Lobar  Pneumonia 
Acute  Pood  Poisoning 
Vi^ho oping  Gough 
Diphtheria 


1 

5 

32 

3 

2 

3 

9 

1 


3 

(Sherborne  Girls  School) 


(H. M. Forces) 


Deaths. 


The  end  of  the  year  saw  the  closure  of  the  North  Dorset 
Joint  Hospital  Board’s  Temporary  Isolation  Hospital  at  Vine  House, 
Sturminster  Newton.  Provided  that  beds  are  available,  cases  of 
infectious  disease  requiring  hospital  treatment  will,  in  future,  be 
admitted  to  hospitals  under  the  control  of  surrounding  authorities  at 
South  Petherton,  Poole  or  Salisbury.  The  closure  of  the  local 
Isolation  Hospital  means  that  some  cases  of  infectious  disease  which 
normally  v/ould  be  admitted  to  hospital  will  have  to  remain  at  home. 
This  will  be  particularly  so  when  infectious  disease  is  epidemic  and 
there  is  an  increased  demand  for  beds  from  authorities  already  having 
prior  claim  on  the  hospitals  referred  to  than  have  the  North  Dorset 
Joint  Hospital  Board. 

10.  TUBERGUT.0SIS. 


Gases  notified;- 

New  Gases. 

Re  spiratory.  Non-Re spiratory. 


Deaths. 

Respiratory.  Non-Re spir 

atory. 


6 


3 


11.  PRQTEGTIOII  AGAINST  DIPHTHERIA. 

A  Special  Report  on  this  subject  was  presented  to  you 
earljr  in  the  current  year. 


Under  5.  Over  5. 

Total  number  of  children 
who  completed  course  of 

treatment  during  the  year  35  5 


N.F.  Pearson. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


11th  March,  1947. 
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